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JA N  D YN OW SK I

POZNAŃ MILITARY UNTIS IN THE SEPTEMBER CAMPAIGN

T he a rtic le  deals w ith  defence  p re p a ra tio n s  an d  th e  p a rtic ip a tio n  of Poznań  
m ilita ry  d e tac h m en ts  in  f ig h ts  w ith  th e  G erm ans in  S ep tem b er 1939. I t  p resen ts, 
in  succession, th e  s tra teg ie  p lan s  fo r th e  defence  of W ielkopolska (G rea te r P o land) 
an d  Pom orze (P om eran ia ), th e  o rg an isa tio n  an d  ta sk s  of th e  A rm y  of P oznań  w ith  
specia l re g a rd  to  th e  14th In fa n try  D ivision, m ob ilisa tion  a n d  how  th e  fo rces w ere  
co n cen tra ted , th e  s itu a tio n  in  P o zn ań  th e  d ay  b efo re  as w ell as a t  th e  v e ry  mom ent, 
w a r b ro k e  out, th e  f i r s t  con tac ts b e tw een  P oznań  u n its  and  th e  enem y an d  th e  
course of m ilita ry  engagem en ts  on 1 - 2 S ep tem ber.

T he  a r tic le  also g ives a  desc rip tio n  of th e  r e t r e a t  of th e  14th D ivision in  th e  
d irec tio n  of W arsaw  b u t w ith o u t an y  de ta iled  p re se n ta tio n  of th e  b a tt le  of th e  
R iv er B zura. I t  also  en u m era te s  th e  loss o f life  su s ta in ed  by  th e  d iv ision  a t  th a t  
tim e.

T he  a im  of th e  a r tic le  w as to  show  th a t  th e  ac tions of th e  P oznań  m ilita ry  
u n its  h ad  a su b s ta n tia l in flu en ce  on th e  p rog ress of th e  S ep tem b er cam pa ign  and  
th a t  th e  p ro v o ca tiv e  m an o eu v re  of th e  A rm y  of P o zn ań  considerab ly  delayed  th e  
c a p tu re  of W arsaw  by  th e  G erm an .

ST A N ISŁ A W  N A W R O C K I

T he a rtic le  covers th e  period  1 - 1 0  S ep tem b er 1939 and  gives a com prehensive  
p ic tu re  of th e  s itu a tio n  in  P o zn ań  u p  to  th e  m om en t w h en  th e  G erm an  m ilita ry  
a d m in is tra tio n  took  contro l. I t  d iscusses th e  reac tio n s  of th e  pub lic  an d  th e  g enera ł 
cond itions w hich  th ey  h ad  to e n d u re  w h ile  th e  f ig h tin g  las ted , th e  d e s tru c tio n  of 
th e  tow n, th e  a tt itu d e  of th e  G erm an  m in o rity  an d  ac ts  of sabo tage  a tte m p te d  by 
them , th e  ev acu a tio n  of people  an d  o f offices, th e  s itu a tio n  a f te r  th e  re t r e a t  of 
th e  P o lish  a rm y  a n d  th e  f l ig h t of th e  to w n  au th o ritie s , th e  w o rk  of th e  new  
m u n ic ip a lity  an d  to w n  council w ith  p a r t ic u la r  re g a rd  to  th e  ro le  of th e  m ayor, 
C yry l R a ta jsk i, th e  a c tiv ity  of th e  C itizens’ G u ard  a n d  th e  social in s titu tio n s , th e  
c a p tu re  of P oznań  by  H itle r ’s troops and , f in a lly , th e  c ircu m stan ces su rro u n d in g  
th e  tak eo v e r of p o w er by  th e  G erm an  m ilita ry  ad m in is tra tio n .

ST A N ISŁ A W  N A W R O C K I

C hronolog ically , th is  a rtic le  is a  c o n tin u a tio n  of th e  sam e a u th o r’s a rtic le  
en titled , “P oznań  d u rin g  th e  f i r s t  days of th e  w a r”. I t  covers th e  period : lOth 
S ep tem b er to  th e  end  of O ctober 1939. I t  consists of th e  fo llow ing  ch ap te rs  w hose 
title s  a t  th e  sam e tim e  fo rm  a  lis t of th e  p rob lem s d ea lt w ith . T hey  a re : 1) T he 
o rg an isa tio n  of P o zn ań ’s m ilita ry  a d m in is tra tio n , 2) T he  o rg an isa tio n  an d  ta sk s  of

POZNAŃ DURING THE FIRST DAYS OF THE WAR

POZNAŃ UNDER THE MILITARY ADMINISTRATION
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th e  civ il ad m in is tra tio n ; 3) T he  b ir th  of th e  n ew  N azi m u n ic ip a lity  an d  its  f irs t 
s tep s; 4) T he fo rm a tio n  of th e  occupation  s ta tu s  of th e  Po lish  p o pu la tion ; 5) Eco- 
nom ic d ifficu lties d u rin g  th e  period  of th e  m ilita ry  ad m in is tra tio n .

JE R Z Y  M A R CZEW SK I

THE PHYSICAL EXTERMINATION OF PEOPLE IN POZNAŃ 1939- 1945

T he p a p e r  g ives an  accoun t of th e  m ore  im p o rta n t p laces of ex ecu tio n  in  th e  
d is tr ic t of Poznań  and  th e  su rro u n d in g s  as w ell as th e  fo rm s an d  m ethods of 
physica l ex te rm in a tio n  of th e  p o p u la tio n . A s f a r  as th e  fo rm s a re  concerned  th e  
p a p e r  d is tingu ishes m ass shoo tings,' specia lly  in ten se  in  th e  f i r s t  m o n th s of th e  
occupation , th e  ac tiv ity  of cam ps and  p risons, th e  ex te rm in a tio n  of th e  m en ta lly  
iii, th e  w ork  of th e  ju d ic ia l m ach in e ry  of th e  “ad m in is tra tio n  o f ju s tic e” fo r the  
Poles. As re g a rd s  p laces of e x te rm in a tio n , o u t of th e  m ore  im p o rta n t ones th e  
fo llow ing  a re  d iscussed: th e  p lace  of ex ecu tio n  in  th e  so -ca lled  So ld iers H ouse, 
th e  G estapo  h e a d ą u a rte rs , th e  G estapo  “in v es tig a tio n ” cam ps an d  w o rk  cam ps in  
th e  so -ca lled  F o rt V II an d  Ż abikow o, th e  c e n tra l p riso n  in  M łyńska  Street, th e  
w o rk  cam ps fo r th e  Jew s an d  th e  c rem a to riu m  w h ich  b u rn t th e  bodies of th e  m u r-  
dered  v ic tim s an d  w as p laced  in  th e  b u ild in g  of th e  “R e ich su n iy e rs ita t P o sen ”. T he 
p a p e r  describes th e  lam en tab le  liv ing  cond itions of th e  p riso n e rs  an d  th e  m ethods 
of e x te rm in a tio n , th e  v a rio u s  k in d s  of to r tu rę  em ployd  by th e  execu tioners . P oznań  
as  th e  sea t of th e  local g o v e rn m en t of th e  so -ca lled  W arta  R egion w as on th e  one 
h an d  th e  p lace  of e x te rm in a tio n  fo r n o t only th e  in h a b ita n ts  of P oznań  b u t also 
fo r n u m ero u s g roups of p riso n e rs  com ing fro m  ou ts ide  th e  to w n ; on th e  o th e r 
h an d  th e re  w ere  p riso n e rs  w ho s tay ed  in  th e  P o zn ań  cam ps an d  p risons tem p o ra - 
r ily  an d  w ere  th e n  c a rr ied  aw ay  to  concen tra tio n  cam ps an d  p riso n s m a in ly  in 
th e  te r r ito ry  of G erm any .

A t th e  bo tto m  of th e  occup ie rs’ policy  lay  th e  a im s th a t  th e  N azis h ad  as 
re g a rd s  P o land  as w ell as E a s te rn  E u ro p ę  an d  w hich  am m o u n ted  to  th e  p ro jec t 
of rem ov ing  a g re a te r  p a r t  of th e  p o p u la tio n  of these  te r r ito r ie s  an d  colonizing 
th e  v aca ted  a rea s  w ith  G erm ans.

CZESŁA W  ŁU C ZA K

INDUSTRY, TRANSPORT AND TRADE IN OCCUPIED POZNAŃ

T he a r tic le  deals w ith  th e  rea lisa tio n  of H itle r ’s econom ic policies fo r th e  R iver 
W arta  te r r ito ry  an d  p a rtic u la r ly  fo r P oznań  i.e. th e  “g e rm an isa tio n ” of in d u stry , 
tr a d e  an d  tra n sp o r t a n d  a tte m p ts  to  u se  th ese  b ra n c h e s  of th e  econom y fo r th e ' 
m ili ta ry  a im s of th e  R eich. I t  show s h ow  P o lish  p ro p e r ty  w as p lu n d ered , how  
Po les w ere  se rv ed  w ith  e x p ro p r ia tio n  o rd e rs  and  gives a n  accoun t of th e  ac tiv ities  
of th e  H a u p ttre u h a n d s te lle  O st (HTO), th e  e ffo rts  o f th e  G erm an  au th o r itie s  to  
fu lly  exp!o it th e  p ro p e r ty  th ey  h a d  seized, th e  d ifficu lties  th ey  en co u n te red  w ith  
re g a rd  to th is, th e  P o lish  lab o u r s itu a tio n , th e  re su lts  a ris in g  fro m  N azi m an ag em en t 
of th e  to w n ’s econom y an d  fin a lly  th e  w a r d am age in  P o zn ań  in  th e  sp h eres of 
in d u s try , tra d e  an d  tra n sp o rt.
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BA R B A R A  B O JA R SK A  
K A R O L  M. P O S P IE S Z A L S K I

GERMAN SCHOOLS FOR POLISH CHILDREN IN POZNAŃ DURING THE
NAZI OCCUPATION

P oljsh  ch ild ren  w ere  a t  th a t  tim e  ta u g h t in  special G erm an  schools w hich  
rea lised  th e  p la n  of R e ich sfiih re r SS H e in rich  H im m ler as ex p ressed  in  h is m em o 
of 15. 5. 1940: “fo r th e  non  G erm an  p o p u la tio n  of th e  E ast th e re  m ay  ex is t no 
schools a t  a  h ig h e r leve l th a n  th a t  of th e  fo u r -fo rm  p rim a ry  school w hose aim s 
w ou ld  be  to  te ac h  sim ple  conu ting  u p  to  f iv e  h u n d red , w ritin g  one’s ow n  nam e, 
to  in cu lca te  th e  p rin c ip le  th a t i t  is G od’s com m and  to  be  ob ed ien t to  th e  G erm ans, 
to  be  honest, d ilig en t an d  w e ll-b eh av ed ”. T he teach in g  p ro g ram m e fo llow ed  these  
dem ands . I ts  te x t  w as  p u b lish ed  in  th e  w o rk  of K a ro l Posp ieszalsk i, “H itle r’s 
occupation  law s in  P o lan d , th e  se lec tion  of d o eu m en ts”, P a r t  I, th e  “in co rp o ra ted ” 
te rrito rie s , D ocum en ta  O ccupation is V, P oznań  1952, s. 312 - 317.

O n 31. 3. 1941 th e re  w e re  5 such  schools in  P oznań . T he to ta l n u m b er of 
te ac h e rs  w as 88. T h e re  w ere  180 fo rm s an d  11100 pup ils . T he  teac h ers  did no t 
h av e  an y  pedagog ical tra in in g . U sually  th e  them selves h ad  on ly  h ad  p rim a ry  
school education . T he  school classes w e re  ir re g u la r  becau se  th e  bu ild in g s w ere  
occupied  by th e  a rm y . T he classes w ere  also f re ą u e n tly  in te r ru p te d  in  o rd e r to  set 
th e  p u p ils  to  w ork  in  th e  fie lds. In  such  cond itions th e  teach in g  re su lts  w ere  bound  
to  be  bad .
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u k o ń c zo n o  w  c z e rw c u  1972 r. P a p ie r  d ru lc . s a t.  k l. V, 70X100, 70 g  Z a m . n r  209/94 K-l/455.

C en a  zł 30,—

DRUKARNIA UNIWERSYTETU im. ADAMA MICKIEWICZA -  POZNAŃ, ULICA FREDRY 10

Przegląd Zachodni, nr 1, 1972 i Instytut Zachodni



RED A G U JE K O LEG IU M

G erard Labuda  — przew odniczący , W ła d ysła w  M ark iew icz  — d y rek to r In s ty ­
tu tu  Z achodniego, Z d zis ła w  K a czm a rczyk  — przew odniczący  R ady  N aukow ej 

IZ, W ła d ysła w  T o m a szew sk i — re d a k to r  naczelny w yd aw n ic tw  IZ. 
R edak to rzy  działów : Z y g m u n t D ulczew ski, Je rzy  K ra su sk i, Z b ig n iew  K u la k  
Z d zis ła w  N ow ak , J a n u sz  R achocki, Ja n u sz Sobczak , M ieczysław  Suchocki 

A n to n i W ła d ysła w  W alczak

R ed ak to r techn iczny : M ałgorzata  W aller, ko rek to rzy : M onika D zlarnow ska
J a n in a  S zym ańska

W Y D A W C A : IN S T Y T U T  ZA C H O D N I, IN S T Y T U T  N A U K O W O -B A D A W C ZY

P re n u m e ra tę  n a  k ra j p rzy jm u ją  u rzędy  pocztow e, listonosze o raz  
O ddziały  i D e legatu ry  „R uch”.

M ożna rów n ież  dokonyw ać w p ła t n a  k on to  PK O  N r 122-6-211831. 
P rzedsięb io rstw o  U pow szechn ien ia  P rasy  i K siążk i „R uch” w  P oznaniu , 
ul. Z w ierzyn iecka  n r  9.

P re n u m e ra ty  p rze jm o w an e  są  do 10 d n ia  m iesiąca poprzedzającego  
okres p ren u m era ty .

P re n u m e ra tę  na  zag ran icę , k tó ra  je s t o 40% droższa — p rzy jm u je  
B iuro  K olpo rtażu  W ydaw nictw  Z agran icznych  „R uch” W arszaw a, 
ul. W ron ia  23, teł. 20-46-88, k on to  PK O  N r 1-6-100024.

E gzem plarze  n u m eró w  zdezak tua lizow anych  m ożna nabyw ać 
w P rzed s ięb io rstw ie  U pow szechn ien ia  P ra sy  i K siążk i „R uch” O ddział 
R ejonow y Poznań  W schód, ul. Ż ydow ska 2/3, N r k o n ta  1231-6-4082

N B P IV O/M.

PO Z N A Ń , ST A R Y  R Y N E K  1

W A RU N K I PR EN U M ERA TY

C ena p ren u m era ty  
pó łrocznie  — zł 75.— 
roczn ie  — zł 150.—

INDEKS 37225
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